
DIRECTIONS to FIREDRUMS VI and CUTTERS RESERVATION from, well, pretty much anywhere

Beginning at Highway 85 in Saratoga, California

•	 Exit ‘‘Saratoga Avenue’’. At the end of the off ramp head southwest. (towards the town of Saratoga, CA)

	 (Saratoga Ave will pass through some commercial properties, then become residential and then take you 
through Old Town Saratoga. Saratoga Ave then becomes Highway 9 (aka Big Basin Way) at the intersec-
tion of Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd and Saratoga Los Gatos Rd.

	 	
There will be no signs for this, but you will know you are on the right path if you are heading uphill on a 
winding two-lane road. On your right hand side you will soon pass a small camping area called “Saratoga 
Springs.”)

•	 Follow Highway 9 for approximately 15 to 20 minutes thru a 4-way stop at the intersection of Highway 9 
and Hwy 35. (aprox 9 miles from the start at Hwy 85)

•	 Continue STRAIGHT through the 4 way stop, remaining on Highway 9 for an additional 20 minutes to the 
intersection of Highway 9 and Highway 236. This is another 4-way stop. (aprox 15 miles from Hwy 85)

•	 Continue STRAIGHT AHEAD through the 4 way stop once again. (You are now on Highway 236)

	 You will know you are on the right path when the two-lane divided road becomes a single undivided lane 
and you are surrounded by redwoods.

•	 Follow this road through the beautiful redwoods for about 20 minutes. Take your time and enjoy the air 
and scenery.

	 Cutters and China Grade Road will be on your right hand side and will turn uphill. Look for a large sign 
indicating an entrance to Big Basin Redwoods Park on the opposite side of Highway 236.

•	 You are turning onto China Grade Road in the uphill direction. There is a small sign at China Grade Road 
indicating you are heading toward Cutters. Follow China Grade road for about another 15 minutes. It will 
begin as a patchy-paved road and eventually turn into a gravel-dirt road.

•	 You will come to the entrance of Cutter Boy Scout Reservation. It is a green gate, with a sign that says 
Cutter’s Scout Reservation.

	
Continue another 7 minutes on this road to the greeters station! 

You have arrived! Welcome to FireDrums ! ! ! ! ! !

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Approximate distances between intersections;

(Hwy 85 & Saratoga Ave) to Hwy 9 @ Old Town Saratoga = 1.8 miles

(Hwy 9 @ Old Town Saratoga) to Hwy 35 = 7.4 miles

(Hwy 9 @ Hwy 35) to Hwy 236 = 6.1 miles

(Hwy 236 @ Hwy 9) to China Grade Rd. = 4.7 miles

(China Grade Rd @ Hwy 236) to Cutters = 3.3 miles

Total distance = aprox. 23 miles.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~



DIRECTIONS to FIREDRUMS VI and CUTTERS RESERVATION

Additional directions for those coming from Santa Cruz and the coast;
From US Highway 1 (Cabrillo Hwy) and Highway 9 (River Street) in Santa Cruz;

•	 Go North on Hwy 9 (River St.) thru Bens Lomond and Boulder Creek.

NOTE; UNLESS YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE AREA, DO NOT TURN ONTO HWY 236 IN BOULDER CREEK!!!!!
(There is a more direct route, but the signs are easy to miss and the roads are extremely small and windy.

•	 Continue thru Boulder Creek on Hwy 9 until you come to the second intersection of Hwy 236. (about 20 
miles from US 1)

•	 Turn left at the stop sign onto Hwy 236.

	 Follow this road through the beautiful redwoods for about 20 minutes. Take your time and and enjoy the 
air and scenery.

•	 Cutters and China Grade Road will be on your right hand side and will turn uphill. Look for a large sign 
indicating an entrance to Big Basin Redwoods Park on the opposite side of Highway 236.

•	 You are turning onto China Grade Road in the uphill direction. There is a small sign at China Grade Road 
indicating you are heading toward Cutters. Follow China Grade road for about another 15 minutes. It will 
begin as a patchy-paved road and eventually turn into a gravel-dirt road.

•	 You will come to the entrance of Cutter Boy Scout Reservation. It is a green gate, with a sign that says 
Cutter’s Scout Reservation.	

	 Continue another 7 minutes on this road to the greeters station! 

You have arrived! Welcome to FireDrums ! ! ! ! ! !



From Highway 85



From Santa Cruz


